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My Japan life: a life worth remembering

My name is Jason Mercado. | was born in Manila Philippines. | am a Filipino of Japanese descent. My
great grandfather, Mr. Kanzuchi Fujiwara was a native of Hiroshima. He was an engineer building
bridges at my great grandma’s hometown as | was told. | started to become an English teacher under the

care of the Ise Board of Education from 2006 to the present. | have a permanent resident visa.

My Japan life journey has had a mixture of excitement adventures and misadventures especially
during my first five years of stay and a lot of boredom in all the right ways thereafter. | guess with all the
misfortunes and challenges that are happening in the world especially in this time of pandemic | can say
that | am lucky to be living in a safe place like Japan. | am in a position to be able to sleep well at night. |
am also in a position to extend help to friends and family back home instead of the one asking and

needing the help.

I’ve been living in Japan for more than 15 years. | have spent my entire life in Mie Prefecture although
| wanted to try living in bigger cities like Kyoto and Osaka. Every time | say this to my friends | always get
the impression that | am Nihongo pera pera by now. Hmmm. Not really. Haha. | don’t know how | did it
but yes | have realized that since | have no formal education and training in Nihongo yet managed to get

by is a feat only without the skill.




Let me tell you one of my anecdotes about my life in my second home Japan.

My stuff was returned to me immediately after losting them. A few years ago | was at the Ise Matsuri
enjoying the event when | dropped my wallet somewhere. The next day | called the nearest police station
and reported the incident. After several hours a police officer called me to say that | can claim my wallet
because someone had returned it to them. | had to bring any form of ID. The funny thing was all my IDs

were in my wallet. | just told them the stuff that were in there and they gave me back my wallet.

| wish | could tell you more funny and amusing stories but we don’t have the space for them.
| am not 100% sure if | will retire here but given my permanent resident status, that is not an
impossibility. What | am sure about is that wherever | am | can claim that my life journey in Japan is

worth remembering forever.
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